nS  THE BREACH WITH THE COMMONS. CH. xiv.

Before the day appointed for the departure of the prisoner
she had contrived a scheme by which she hoped to effect her
Her flight own escaPe> as well as her husband's. On June 3
fromBarnet. ^Q disguised herself as a man, and left the house
in which she had been for some weeks, accompanied by a
gentleman named Markham. At a little distance they found
horses waiting for them at a roadside inn. She was so pale and
weak that the ostler expressed doubts of the possibility of her
reaching London. About six in the evening she arrived at
Blackwall, where a boat, in which were some of her attendants,
was in waiting. It was not till the next morning that the party
reached Leigh, where they expected to find a French vessel
which had been engaged to take them on board. Not perceiving
the signal which the captain of this vessel had agreed to hoist,
they rowed up to another vessel which was bound for Berwick,
and attempted to induce the master to change his course. He
refused to do so, but pointed them to the French ship of which
they were in quest. As soon as they were on board, Arabella's
attendants, fearful of pursuit, persuaded the captain to set sail,
in spite of the remonstrances of the lady herself, who was only
anxious to wait for her husband.

Meanwhile, Seymour had effected his escape without
difficulty. When he arrived at Leigh, he was disappointed to
Seymour find that the French vessel had already sailed. He
Scaping S however, persuaded the master of a collier to
Ostend. carrv him over to the Continent The man kept his
promise, and landed him safely at Ostend. His wife was less
fortunate. With her whole heart fixed upon the safety of her
Arabeii husband, when the vessel in which she was was within
taken near a few miles of Calais, she caused it to linger on its
course, in hopes of hearing some tidings of him for
whose sake she had ventured amongst so many dangers. Here,
within sight of the port of safety, the fugitives were overtaken
by a vessel which had been despatched from Dover in pursuit
of them. Arabella calmly resigned herself to her fate. She did
not care what became of herself if she could be sure that her
husband had reached the Continent in safety.

Arabella was committed to the Tower.    Her reason gave